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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jerome Schaefer on 06/16/2005. 

24. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) A method of generating a Web page 
having a number of display items from different sources located in at least some of N 
available display slots of the Web page , th e W e b pag e having b ee n g e n e rat e d in 
accordanc e w i th th e fo ll ow i ng m e thod : 

(a) defining for each source of display items, a candidate set of items to be 
displayed; 

(b) selecting display items from a pool of all candidate sets of display items in a 
manner that equalizes a probability that display items of a first candidate set from a first 
source are selected in relation to display items of a second candidate set from a second 
source, wherein the display items of the first candidate set and the second candidate 
set are unequal in number; 

(c) inserting up to N of the selected items in the available display slots on the 
Web page; 
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(d) defining a plurality of different levels of source participation, each source 
being associated with one level and each level having one or more sources associated 
with it; 

(e) performing (a) through (c) separately for the sources at each level of 
participation, thereby selecting a number of display items at each level; and 

(f) selecting a predefined number of display items from said selected items at 
each level and assigning the predefined number of display items of each level to 
respective display slots on the Web page in a manner that gives preference to one level 
of source participation relative to another. 

25. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b p a g e recited in claim 
24, wherein if there are not enough display items at a given level to select said 
predefined number of display items, the method of generating the Web page further 
comprises assigning display slots that otherwise would have been assigned to the 
display items of that level instead to the display items at the highest other level of 
participation having available items to fill those slots. 

26. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b p a g e recited in claim 
24, wherein if there are not enough display items among all of the levels of source 
participation to fill the available display slots on the Web page, the method of generating 
the Web page further comprises filling the unfilled display slots with display items 
selected from sources outside of said predefined levels of source participation. 

28. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method Web page recited in claim 
24, wherein (b) further comprises (b1) randomly selecting one of the candidate sets. 
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(b2) selecting one item from the selected candidate set, (b3) reducing a count of the 
display items of the selected candidate set by one and removing that candidate set from 
further consideration when the count reaches zero; and (b4) repeating (b1) through (bS) 
until a desired number of display items have been selected. 

29. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b pag e recited in claim 
28, wherein (b2) comprises randomly selecting one item from the selected candidate 
set. 

30. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b page recited in claim 
28, wherein (b2) comprises selecting one item from the selected candidate set in 
accordance with a weighting of items applied to the selected candidate set. 

31 . (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b pag e recited in claim 

30, wherein (a) comprises defining, for each source of display items, a candidate set of 
items to be displayed, each candidate set of items having at least a first subset and a 
second subset, each subset having a count associated therewith of the number of 
display items in that subset, and wherein (b2) and (b3) are performed first on the first 
subset of display items until the count for that subset reaches zero, and then on the 
second subset, the candidate set being removed from further consideration only after 
the counts of both subsets reach zero. 

32. (Currently Amended by the Examiner) The method W e b pag e recited in claim 

31, wherein each candidate set comprises two or more subsets, and wherein (b2) and 
(b3) are performed, in turn, on each successive subset until the counts of all of the 
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subsets reach zero. 

Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua D Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4133. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM - 4:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JDC 

June 16, 2005 




